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Agricultural Evolution:

COUNTY 200 Years of Working the Land
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY cash when used to make moon- types of work performed by these
shine. This was evident as early individuals, we do know that
E’ o as 1840 when Rabun reported most slaves were held by a few

that 2,080 gallons of liquor large land owners in the Valley
were produced bDBistrict.hVée alsookonow that & s
thirteen distilleries, obviously number of slaves were children
then legal. whose individual value was
placed at about $100,
and that some slaves
5 remained in Rabun as
d tenant farmers following
Bl the war .
1 The Civil War was a
di fficult ti me
4 farm families, as reflect-
= ed in a proclamation
from the Governor of
Georgia during the wan-
ing days of the conflict.
In his proclamation, the
Governor excluded Ra-
| bun farmers (and those
from six other North
Georgia Counties) from
4 military service € on ac
| count of the great scarci-
| ty of provisions and the
distance they have to

It is also important to haul them, (and)to preserve the
acknowledge the contribution  lives of the inhabitants of those
t hat sl avery madacuntoi eRsaa.bainads

A s spring approaches, it
seems fitting to examine
how farming in Rabun County has
evolved over time, begin-
ning with the Cherokee
who planted an assort-
ment of vegetables and
surrounded their villag-
es with vast cornfields. §
Like the Cherokee, corn
was also an important
crop for Ralk
settlers who, in the 1840
agricultural census, re-
ported producing 62,521 [N
bushels of
For the next century, this| - ..
single crop would remainj
the countyo
ble and versatile agricul- f
tur al cC ommo
good reason. b
Not only did corn pro-
vide food f ¢
subsistence farmers and
their families, but also for the
mules, horses and oxen which
worked the crop lands. Likewise,

. early agricultural output. In Fortunately, by 1880 agricul-
corn fed the hogs, chickens and yag P =1y, DY g
. . .. 1840 the county reported 84 tural output in Rabun was on the
milk cows which ensured families . ; .
slaves, increasing to 206 by rise and the number of farms

had access to meat, eggs, milk
and butter. Corn even provided
farmers with a ready source of

1860. While we have no verified stood at 677. Two years later
reports regarding the specific ~ the Tallulah Falls Railroad (TFRR)
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reached Tallulah Falls, by 1905 Clayton and by Andrew Ritchie, founder of what was then Rabun
1907 Dillard. Along with this  progression came Gap Industrial School, began his Farm Family Plan.
boardinghouses and hotels which welcomed tour-  Support for this program came from the Carnegie

ists and the cash they brought with them. Local Foundation, John D. Rockefeller, Ernest Woodruff
farmers benefitted by providing the homegrown and others who were i mpre
food that hotels served in their dining halls. goal of bringing entire families to live at the school

In addition, farmers now had an efficient for five to ten years. While there, men learned

means by which to transport their agricultural prod- modern agricultural techniques, women studied
ucts to wider markets. Apple growers especially = homemaking and health care, and children gained
made good use of the new rail line to almost dou- their education.
ble their production
from 28,830 bushels in
1900 to 50,801 bush-
elsin 1910. Similar
robust outputs would
continue until the
1960s, reaching a peak
in 1940 at 100,474
bushels

John P. Fort first pufl
Rabunds appgles on the
map when, in 1909, he
won a first place award
at the national apple
show in Spokane,
Washington for the
oObest new Varietyo of
apples. What followed
was a boon in apple
cultivation which result-
ed in over fifty commer
cial orchards being Gathering hay at the York House in Rabun Gap, 1890s.
scattered throughout
the county. To accom-

modate the subsequent increase in production, During the Great Depression, the number of
large packing houses were built in Tiger and Moun- farms in Rabun rose to 955, the third highest in
tain City. By the mid to late 1920s, these ware- the countyds history. Th

houses were shipping apples as far away as Ore- operation during this time most likely reflected the

gon and Engl and, maki ng diqulifylfaces bylrural amd urbandwetieissaliké im r s

true commercial crop and its most celebrated agri- finding reliable wagebased employment. Also,

cultural commaodity of the twentieth century. those who farmed during the Depression enjoyed a
Another agricultural success story in the early  certain level of resolve in knowing that, if nothing

twentieth century was launched in 1917 when else, they could feed their families. In addition,



