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Since the late 1880s and the arrival of the railroad, Rabun County’s beautiful  

scenery and delightful climate has brought visitors, first by train and then by  

carloads. Tallulah Falls was one of the most popular destinations. Although  

tourism is still a major economic boon, hotel rooms in 1910 no doubt exceeded  

today’s numbers. 

In 1848, the Beale House, a log 
cabin with cracks in the roof and 

windows with no glass, was the 
only accommodation for travelers 
to the remote Tallulah Gorge and 
its waterfalls 

Tallulah Falls Depot c. 1912 

The railroad reached Tallulah Falls 

in 1882. Soon, the town offered sev-
eral hundred hotel and boarding 
house rooms to travelers visiting the 
“Grand Canyon of the East” with its 

magnificent waterfalls. The arrival 
of the train each day was greeted 
with a band welcoming guests. 
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With its four-story classic Victorian architecture, the Glenbrook Hotel drew 
visitors for the scenery and fine accommodations. It was one of the few  

structures to escape the Great Fire of 1921 which destroyed most of the town. 
It was a ramshackle ivy-covered pile when a tornado hit in 1994 and blew 
away enough debris to expose its remains again. The building is no longer 
standing. 

The arrival of the railroad to Tallulah Falls brought with it an era of grand 
Victorian hotels. The Cliff House was built in 1882 by R.H. Moss of Athens on 

the edge of the gorge across the tracks from the depot. It was Tallulah Falls’ 
largest hotel with accommodations for 300 guests. It burned in 1937. 
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Maplewood Inn 

Tallulah Falls’ grandest lodging 
was the Tallulah Lodge. Built in 

the 1890s, it had more than 100 
rooms and its own mail stop on 
the Tallulah Falls Railroad. It 
was located one mile south of 

the depot on the rim of the 
gorge. It claimed in its promo-
tional literature to be the finest 

hotel in the South. It burned in 
1916. 

Chasm Brink Hotel 

Willard House 

Stationery from the Grand View Hotel 
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• Please visit our museum and 

research library on Thursdays, 

Fridays, and Saturdays from 

11:00-3:00 and Sundays from 

12:00-4:00. 

• Group tours by appointment 

Volume 16/No. 3 

The decline of tourism in Tallulah Falls had several  

factors.  

• When Tallulah Falls dam was completed in 1913, the 

waterfalls in the gorge were reduced to a trickle.  

• In December of 1921, a devastating fire destroyed the 

entire town, and the hotels were not rebuilt.  

• The proliferation of automobiles, coupled with im-

proved roads, changed the habits and destinations of 

travelers.  

• When Highway 23/441 was built in the 1960s, it by-

passed the town of Tallulah Falls.  

Since 1992, the town has benefited from the creation of 

Tallulah Gorge State Park. 

http://www.facebook.com/rabuncountyhistory

